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Avgust 13,89
Dear Jay:

As weary as I am of re-hashingthis incredibleé series of eventss
which began with a simple mistake im timing my transfer to coincide
with the exodus of my predecessor, I do so once again in order that
you might have in writing my position and not have to depend on
memory or hearsay. ‘

After turning down several offers over the years to enter the campus
ministry, I accepted this time because I was told that I would thus
be freé evenings , beginning June 4th  to pursue my concern for

the hundreds of "alienated youth™ on the streets in BRoston.

I packed and was ready to move(the delay in arrival of my replacement
until June 18th presented no problem since my pastor and I had

provided for such an eventuality by arranging my vacation for June)

but was instructed by your office to attempt to make no contact with

Tom Ferrick but leave all arrangements to you. Despite misgivincs

I complied. Subsequently I spent 10 dzys of my "vacation" sittiﬁg watch-
ing my pile of boxes while you determined what I bad already heard and ‘?
‘had passed on to you:that Tom had no intention of leaving until August.

At this point I had to move out since John Daly was beginning to move
in. But where would I move my gear while attending Harvard for the
last two weeks of June? "Go home" you suggested. "I have no home} I replied.
Move your things to the cellar of St. Anthony's, you suggested. Absurd‘
and inconvenient as I found that to be I was willing. Next you called
to tell me you had further learned that Tom was not leaving the
college either until August. Therefore I was to take an assignment
in one of several parishes for the month of July. Again I did not conm-
plain even though that meant the end to my evenings in the city which
was the selling point for my accepting the transfer in the first place.
c
I informed Bob Bullock who suggested that I live at St. Paul's
or a Dorchester parish. I then informed you that I cared little where
I lived so long as it was settled and permanent. You were to look
into it. Inever heard from you again. ’

Fortunately through my own begging efforts I was accepted at St. Paul's
on trial”. I moved in all my gear; did my two weeks at Harbard

end was informed on the last day(despite my plea for an earlier answer)
that not only was I unacceptable to my fellow priests at St. Paul's .
(pecause the pator would create tension, not me) but that Fr.

Collins in asking around felt that "no pastor in the Archdiocese

would have you'.
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a consultation meeting regarding which parish I would fill in at for
July? In August when I finished that mystery assignment was I truly
assured of St. Anthony’s? Was any concern going to be given to
my deep 1nvolvemenu in the alientaed youth. community in Boston?

As time ran out and I had not heard I called your office on June 25th.
I called again for help on June 26th. Zach time I left a message.

In desparation I appealed to Bob Bullock who sazid he would discuss

it with me later. He left for Mexico a few days later without

having contacted me. June 27th I called your offige again.A meeting
was in progress and you would return the call. You didn't and of course
there was no answer om Saturday or Sunday. All I had left was

Monday since by now the letter that had been sent to St. Clare's in
Braintree had caught up with me and I was due in Squaftum on Tuesday.
Aftex caling 15 movers and being told that there were no open

dates for 2 weelks, Fr. Collins had me moved in 2n open 2 ton, orzng=
D.P.W. dump truck to St. Anthony's attic. And I went like a lamb,
still uncomplalnlna to the circus in Squantum. .

As August was rapidly approaching I wrote, detailing the extremity
in which I now found myself, financially and otherwise. I made it
clear that for the future ¥ wanted no more conversations but

rather that everything be in writing. I was certain that this time there
wouid be no siip up. That perhaps now it was understood how desparate
I was. Paul wrote back a beautiful letter of apology, taking

full blame for the mishaps, assuring me that my misgivings of being
punished were erroneous, even offering me his own personal money
which of course I could not accept. I admit that I was displeased
with his expianation that the decisions he made regarding my life
without consulting me(Squantum and the letter from the Cardinal
ragarding #el ,Bernie andmyself) smacked of a paternalism I

despise but have learned to expect in the church. I will continue

to hope that even my friends will not patronize me ot make dec-
isions zbout my life wathout at least first consulting me.

a ple

lunch. I avoided that because I still wanted in writing the answars

to my questions. I was sure that frantic efforts must now be undersay
in your office to see to it that when my Squantun Exile was ended &=

I would slip quietly into St. Anthony's or whatzver parish you had
arranged. I caliled Tom to rem*xc’. him that I was coming Saturday

Avgust 2nd. I packed in the morning, moved 21l my things again

a2né lo, the tragedy or errors now turnec to comedy--he was still therze.
ty afternoon was &lready conmitted to 2,002 hippies at Boston Comnon
where I was to give 3 talk. The evening was tzken up with drugs, hos-
pitals, police stztinns etc. 2nd when nmy evening endsd a2t 1 pm

znd I rezlized that I had no dpiace to go . I went to the Y, to moteidls
(becausn I gicn't wont,

Pual's kindly letter encded with plea for forgiveness and suggesting
b
o

up a hotel bill

30 a.m. moe

-

it said that I spitefully =
wandered cround Roston til

san
o:

i

ané they were full.
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once again went through the humilizting act of ringing a doorbdell
and begging for a bed to sleep on at Warwick House, where this time
ny brother priests showed compassion and took me in.The next day

I callied your office. Paul was on vacztion. You were busy, I left a
message to czll me but failed to recail that you had no idea where to
call me back. The next day I cailed you agzin and you told me you
had considered my ietter to Paul "brash". I think after you heard
my prolonged odyssey you were convinced that this was not true. I,
on the other hand was astonished to learn that you had made no
attempt whatever to facilitate my departure from Sguantum, that you
didn't even lnow thz date, that you thought I might linger on there,
and, Goé be praised,that you were even going to asik me to take yet
znother fill in job for August. You told me that Warwick House wes
unaccaptao le to you, that you could not encourage me to unogc“,

that you would lool into another residence.

Now another week has passed during which I stupidly continued <o
live out of boxes, du:1ng which I might have tzken some vacation

had it not been necessaxry to awzit. the imminent resolution;--today
I made one last effort- I called Tom and find he is still in Allston
ané obviously you have been unable to f£find another place at which

I am acceptable.

So, dear Jay, it may sound "brash"” or "grievance-collecting"

or insubordinate or disobedient--call it what you will. I have
unpacked and am settling in at Warwick House, gathering up my
belonalngs, finaily sending out change of address notices instead
of a weekly trip to five different parishes for mail, and 1ntend

to stay here. I hope this is in no way construed as deflance

of the Personnel Board for I have tried valiantly to abide by its
decision, to accept the job and the residence they indicated and at
great personal cost to myself, financially and emotionally did all

hunnnly possible to resolwve this unfortunate, and I'm sure, unintended

series of events.

To repeat some of the "brash" words I spoke to Paul? You had a
functioning, happy, celibate, suburban priest. In two months my life
has become a nightmare: I have lost the confidence of my superiors,
been mzde to seem a complainer, lost the apostolates that gzve me
sustenance, caused admiratio on the part of my frieands and family who
cannot understand this apparant instability, been reduced to begging
for the toleration of brother priests and pastors for things such

as board and room to which I have a canoniczl right and you the
obligation to providez, been subjected to a turmoil of uncertainty
and insecurity, been suspected of manuevering for & preferred pos-
ition,placed in the iight of a malcontent, been ignored by the
personnel office except on the few occasions they rxeturned some of
my phone calls and letters, given great anxiety to my mother who

has had tho serious hearti attacks, had one whole summer destroyed,

interupted a2 two year series of allergy shots which must now be
started all over again, compezled to borrow money from relatives,

e
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--all this for wnat? Slmply because I wanted a permznent residence
anywhere, so that I could work. Not golf, not goof off, not run around,
but simply function &s a priest. I enclose a stiement of the funds

I think are owed to me and ask your earliest consideration at least

of this portion of my ptoblen.

Last two weeks. of June at $250.00/MO.sccveccccsencesal125.00
July salary $350.00minus $100.00 rm./bxrd. minus $110.00

paid to me by Star &f the Se2.cieseeccscacseaes $5140.00
August..$350.00(of which I pay $1%0.00 to

Warwick HOUSC.cceteoeercccaserosasnsssanncenss$58350.00
Tip to six-man DFWJ crew(all other movings I performed

‘MYSelf~=NO ChAXg@..)eesceasscccesssssanceseeasa$530.00

o 7 Grwd #r &Y Fefs - - - - - - .- D02
$695.00 tota

If my requests in this letter should be de endd unaccepuable
then I hereby. formally apply for a leave of absence since I can
no longer afford emotionally or financially to work for the
Archdiocese of Boston, as much ashvould like to.
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